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(54) Title: MULTI-BEAM OPTICAL SCANNING DEVICE 




(57) Abstract: The present invention relates to an optical scanning device for 
reading out from or writing on an information carrier. Said optical scanning 
device comprises a radiation source for producing a radiation beam, means for 
dividing the radiation beam into a plurality of radiation sub-beams, focusing 
means for focusing the plurality of spots on said information carrier, which re- 
flects said plurality of radiation sub-beams towards a detection branch and fo- 
cus error detection means for detecting a focus error signal. Said focus error 
detection means comprise on said detection branch, a servo lens for focusing 
the reflected radiation sub-beams onto a focus plane, a spatial filter for isolating 
a reflected radiation sub-beam at the focus plane and a split detector for detect- 
ing a focus error signal from the isolated radiation sub-beam. The focus error 
detection means further comprise decision sub -means for deciding whether the 
focus error signal can be used to correct a position of the focusing means. 
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